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HIS Sermon ind never £7 the Light, bad not 
| the Importwiity of ſome Friends given it a Birth. 
The & tm Sindeed-1s plain, unpoli iſhd, obvions to the - 
meaneſt Capacity, hut the Truths contained in it are ve- 
ry weighty. and momentous. For till Men be perſwaded 
' of the Neceſſity-of the Pratijce- of "em, we-can never ex- 
pe& a thorow and. ſtttled Reformation amongſt Mankind. 
The Subſtance of the following Sheets ( 1 may fay ) con- 

tains in. brief, the Sum of our Duty, founded both in Na- 
thre and Grace, viz. as we are Men, and as we are 

 - Chriſtians. Which to enlarge upon bere. would afford too- 
wide: a Field of ents to be .confined within the nar- 

_ row Compaſs of ſhort Epiſtle. Such as it is, "tis ex- 

3 Lg to w-# Fell 0b this Mi ion, Vade, (ed -incul- 
ben A 23 _ cus. 


Rom. xii. Vert} 17. 
Recompence to no Man Evil for Evil.” 


HYHIS Chapter contains- ſeveral Aphoriſms for the 
regulating of a Chriſtian's Life: In all which ir 
| will not be'neceſfary to ſtand upon Connexion or 
8 Dependance of that which goes before and follows 
after; for many of them are independent, and in themſelves 
ſeverally to. be confidered. The Text contains a general 
Prohibition, (z. e.) that no Man muſt retaliate Injuries. St. 
Pasl look'd upon Revenge as a ſweet and grateful thing to 
Fleſh and Blood, or elſe he would not fo often, and in fo 
many Words, here forbid it. And tho' no Precept can te 

more plain than this, yet we ſhall ſcarce find any that is more 
| generally | _ So much is this Sin in - Faſhion which 
is here prohibited, that he is by many thought unworthy the 
Name of a Man, who does not practiſe it ; and nothing is 
look'd upon as a more undoubted Argument of a 
mean - and- cowardly Spirit, than- patiently to paſs over 
and tamely to put upan Injury; nay, ſo far are many 
_ from not recompenſing Evil for Evil, that they recom- 
- Þe Evil for Good; and going quite contrary to the 

Rule of our bleſſed Saviour, they curſe thoſe who Z/c/s them, 
| uſe thoſe who moſt heartily pray for 


' and deſpitefull, 
them. = tho *tis true, that in all Ages Men have 


been more or leſs Propenſe to- this evil PraQtice ; yet tis 
plain that in this preſent Age, by Reaſon of a mote than ordi- 
nary Concurrence-of many unhappy Cauſes, more irreconci- 
leable Difſentions, more implacable Animoſities, more bitter 
_ Envyings, more 1ll-Nature, Sourneſs and Malignity of Fem- 


| per ists.befound:than formerly. By Reaſon whereof Men are 
_ - more ſtrongly bent, and as it were more impetuouſly hurried 
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to the doing and re of Injuries. I have "r # 
rh paying furl of a PY 


| vout s who reading the 44h. Verſe of 
 —=—Matth. v. ' where our Saviour lays, Love your. Enemies, Bleſs 

them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
thern which deſpitefully uſe: 2% and perſecute.you; he cr Red ons 
as it were in an Extacy ; © Oh'my Friends! either this is he | 
*abſurd Doftrine, or we are no good Chriſtians. And there- 
fore in order to the calming. of Mens enraged Pallons, the 
ſweetening their. imbittered pirits, the reſtoring of - Peace, 
the reviving of Charity , and the putting  Stop'to the further 
Growth. arid Progreſs of this unchiriſtian Pratice : After I 
have ſpoken ſomewhat briefly of the PraQice here prohibied, -- 
declaring-the Import and the Extcht'of it ;' Fhall- endeavour: 

- to ſhew.how ſinful and fooliſh, how: irreſi ious arid unfeaſore: 

| bleitis; by ſuch Arguihedts as, with s Bleffing),: ittaybe - 
of Force, not only to convince our Judgments, bot” t6 'worle 
upon our | Wills and AfeRions ':an ntrer Avertion © from- 
and agony? of it. * That þ brig is ' here proiithes in 
Lanes Þ is the repayihg or rendFing Evil for Evil ; all Mane - 

Revenge. - EX ng more full Underflatiditig'of which, | 

hind To right ſtating of- vur Duty,'we mult Firſt confider 
the ragged ba, the. Evil here forbidden to: be- 


2dhy, * Os a Man may be fad to recompenct 


/ Evil fo or Volt 7 08 


orld, ts Frog any 7 Man in the Work 

= Do palſy Evil IN by At Lug 

If, The Evil here forbidden to be trecompenord, 1s. not this 

or-that Evil only, but *Evit indeffnitely ant "wrchour "any 
Limitation, and fo is cortipretienfive of Tg TIN | 

all Degrees of wrong, that one Man can receive 

_ .. ther, whether it be the Evil which is hurtfut* to gy 

: Grief and Vexation,; or ro his Body, as Stripes 2nd Woodie 

- to his Goods, as Theft or 'Rapine; or to his Repuai "EF 

Eo and Slander; Wi ther it be: the ER f 4" © 


s & 2 F ” " 
» . - wh TO. 4 »* [8 y @- 6, > "x X 
4 : <'S WY 4 Py — > by « . 1 "SI a 7. ak one. nA.” © 0-3 > 7 * 
- ” JED . 2 PI - = _ p . % a4 #4 4 ” _ en . 45 wt 
. C —_ Pow "ÞL3 C . png Ao ag © L- -, _ 


> 
PE. . p 
- Fa” ” '— We. . * . . 
- * MY >; 4 [/ ” fot R v4 Fay 5 £5. t%t> , S. " 
-of A 5 pv a pe? A _ 
Y bd by A. = 'Z - Fs 
L W"> 
"4 : 5 
” a *% 


env1 ; the Happineſs of ancrher, or. wiſhing that Miſchief 


hue you fee jn; hore; *that there is no kind of Evil, that one. 


"that one Man'cin recdive from another, - which this Evil in 
the Text-doth not. extend: to. ., That a Man ſhould be his 
- - . own Avenger, was not permitted by .God to the Jews ; for 
oe xr Eye, 'Toath for: Tooth, Wound for Wound, Stripe 
for Stripe; the Execution; of is,was reſerved to the publick 
Magiſtrate, upon Complaiot made by the injur'd Perſon. And 
therefore it can't be fo vue: 35 iongind, that ſich a Liber» 
| Chrians, whoſe Hands are 


_— d | 
_ Iſters- of public caſe therefore of- any Injury  re- 


cauſe ltiarters of :Wreng a Man .may. lawfully in ſeveral 
iCaſes: yo ithe Law ;far-Sanctuary, for the Ptevention of 
Wilkes, and in-order.to.a full SatisſaRtion ; I ſhall in a few 
- Wink how you what :is permitted $0/ a Chriſtian. in this 
' Can -ofrom thence idfer, 'whay. it: is that is here for- 
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trim, which he before wiſt'd might fall upon us. 
-Man' ical'do:unto anbther;; and by conſequence, no. Miſchief = 


od, -Exod.. xi. 24. requiring 
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Fu hen 4 W/m Ar injurious Perſon.” Fig. 
Rights a the Aſfau an A " 

| Io therefore Sfenfive but offenifive” Weapons, pi eg, | 
. forbidden the Uſe-of ;' we. may by--all-innocent | Means &n- 
deavour to fave our ſelves from Hurt, tho”. we may: not 
fo muchas wiſh the Hurt or Miſchief of any, how injurious 
ſoever he may be to us. 

Secondly, We may lawfully r ire Reſtitution or. Satis- 
: ſation for the Damage we have {uſtained ; and in Caſe the 
Offender be ſo unjuſt to deoy it; we may, by the Afb 
 fiſtance of the Magiſtrate, extort it from. him. _ But yet 
this muſt be done with theſe Cautjons or Limitations. 

1/, Provided the Damage be confiderable, for to create 
Trouble and Charges to' aother for- a ſlight and trifling In- 
tereſt, is utterly in it with the Meelkneſs and Gentle- 
nels, with the Goodneſs and Mercy, which are the conſtitutive 
in, 9g of evety good Chriſtian: Bur when the Loſs is ſuch, 
bo he Judgment of unpaſſionate and diſintereſted Perſons, is 
valuable; ſuch as if not repair'd, may render us leſs able to 
diſcharge thoſe Duties, that'either in our private or-pablick 
Capacities are incumbent upon us, we may then exaRt an 
amends from him, who was the: of it. . 

 2dly, Provided the Offender be able either in whole or in- 


' - Part to make Recompence. For to proſecute him: that has 


donie thee wrong, in Caſel know he is u -unable to: make 
any. part of amt for ie.car bo nating als bur plainly and 
ro render Evil for Evil, becauſe Ido Evil'to him, with- 

: the leaſt Good 'to my ſelf; T add. Weight to his 
. Burden, and'do not at all make my own the lighter.; but 19+ 
be Apa, adetonpds = Frogdero a beam my - 
g my ſelf ton way th Afleus 
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X . #o-relieve our ſelves; by exacting Satisfaction in 2 legal way, 
. provided {til}, that. we do it with' a ſingle Eye or. Deſign of 


- ire of doi 


' Publick Good, Now tho' in theſe Caſes mentioned much 
Evil may ſometimes be brought upon the delinquent Party, ,. 


- thy-athing, and :ſo much below. the ; noble and generous 
-us to, that he-thought ,fir co forbid it, and that not only ro 
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airing our Rights; without any Mixture of Malice or Des 
| Milchief-to the wong doer. . Tr 
."-34ly, In Caſe the Wrong be not barely to' our ſelves, but 
ſuch as redound to the Damage of the Publick, *tis not only 
lawful , but it muſt be our Duty to proſecute the Offen- 
der, when our private Intereſt is ſo cloſely interwoven witk 
that of others, that we can't relinquiſh our own without be- 
traying of their Rights; rhen, I ſay, not only in Juſtice, but 
in_ Charity too, we aa bound to a legal Proceſs. And be- 
cauſe we are obliged to prefer the Publick before any parti- 
cular Man's private Benefit and Advantage, ws ſhould ſhew 
our'ſelves unworthy of humane Society ſhould we neglect 
the Redreſs of an- Injury that is any way deſtruQive to. the 


yet when he that profecutes, only Deſigns and-Endeavours the -* - 
Defence or Recovery of his own or the publick Rights, the 
Miſchiefs, which unavoidably happen to the Criminal, are 
to be laid at his own Door. The thing then that is here 
forbidden, is rendring or returning Evil to another, not with 
a Deſign ſimply to repair our own Loſſes, or to ſecure the 
publick Good; bur on . Purpoſe to grieve and affl. Rt him, 
who before.; has aM.Qed us ; that we may therevy gratifie 
our own Angerand malicious Humour ; when we ſhall wound 
another in his Body, Goods or Name ; becauſe we have 1uf- 
fered.a Wound: from-him, tho' the Wound we give can af- 
ford no. Cure for that we. have received: _ This is ſo unwor- * 


Spirit which.. Chriſt. came to raiſe in the World, and, cxalts 


fome;-bur to all Men. in. ;general. - Which brings me to the 
next. thing -propoſed, _;That is, oy 

+ 34!y,: The: Perſons| to: whom, this Command is given: 
And they: are all the .Sons,and.Daughters of Men, to whom 
ever. come , as the foregoing, Precept - implies... Let 

. 66. without; Difimulation 3, abhor that which is evil, 
a IO = 'eleave . 
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( 10 ET 3 Coen ons 
' elegue t» that which is "good; be kindly -affe ironed one to 
. another ; lot your Charity extend to all Men, and fo on. to 
the Words of my Text; which is as univerſal as the reſt. 
And therefore in another Text the Note of Univerſallity is 
expreſly annext, x Theff. v. 15. See that ' none render Evil 
for Evil; no Perſon of what Degree or Quality ſoever. But 
here ve muſt by the way obſerve, that this Precept- does 
not interpoſe in the Magiſtrate's Office ; for he is indiſpenſa- 
bly bound, by Virtue of his Office, to recompence* Evil to 
Evil-Doers, becauſe he Bears not the Sword in vain; he is GotP's 
Miniſter, a Revenger to execute Wrath to him that doth Evil, 
Rom. xiii. 4. By which is intimated, that that Sword for 
Vengeance or Puniſhment of Offenders, which ' primarily 
belongs to God only, is, as far as reſpeQs this Life, put into | 
the Hand of a lawful Magiſtrate, with Commiſſion to uſe 
it, as the Conſtitution of the Kingdom fhall direc, either 
by way of. Retallation or otherwiſe. And what is thus 
done by him, is to be accounted God's Vengeance executed 
by him ; and ſo no more contrary to the Prohibition of pri- 
vate Revenge than God's own Retributions would be, which 
yet are usd as an Argument to prove the Unlawfulneſs of 
ours, Yer. 19. Avenge not your ſelves, but rather give Place 
wnto IWrath ; for it is written, Vengeance is mine ; the Privi- 
lege then of puniſhing Offenders ( 3. e. ) of Vengeance be- 
longs primarily to God, and by his Deputation to none 
bur thoſe to whom, for the rhings of this Life, he is pleas'd to 
communivate it. + St. Peter, x Epilt. ii. x3. cotnmands'us to 
be fubjeft toevery Ordinance of Man for the Loris Sake ; not 
only unto the King as Supream, bat unto Governours alſo, as unto 
thoſe that are for. 1. e. commiſlionated by bins ' for the Pu- 
viſhment of Evil-Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 
So that it muſt be granted, that not only the publick Magi 
Arate, but Parents'and Maſters, and other Superiours in private* 
Authority, are inveſted with Power to puniſh thoſe that are 
under their Charge, proportionably'to the Merit of their Of. - 
fences, in all ſuch Caſes as are-not reſerved to the publick Ma- 
giſtrate. And which is more; that not only Wrongs done to 
_ ethers, but even perſonal Injuries, or thoſe done to. themſelves 
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by:thoſe that are plac'd in Subjeftion under them, may be 
lawfully puoiſh'd by a Magiſtrate, Parent. or Maſter. reſpe- 
Qively. -  But- tho' all this be granted. yet it will not hence 
follow, but rhat every Perſon:is obliged...to the. Duty in the 
Text ; the ſupreme Magiſtrate as well as the meaneſt of his 
Subjects, - and therefore: private Governours much rather. 
And the: Reaſon .is, becauſe the Evil here forbidden is that 
of Revenge, in the ſtriQeſt Notion of the Word, which both 
io its Original, Attendants and Ends, is: ſo far remote from 
'the Puniſhment of Delinquents by Perſons in Authority, that 
a Man may daily _ the one without being touch'd with 
the Guilt of the other. For, < 
x/t, In Revenge, the Perſon who takes it apprehends him- 
felf injured either in his Perſon or ſomething that belongs to 
him, whereas in Compariſon: it rarely happens, that the Ma- 
giſtrate himſelf is injured by thoſe he -puniſhes, but many 
Cd h Perfons puniſh'd by him, are ſuch as have highly 
_ obli im. | 
_  2dly, Revenge derives it ſelf from Spight or Malignity of 
Mind, whereas the Puniſhment taken by the Magiſtrate pro- 
ceeds ( or at leaſt ſhould do fo) from good Will, either to 
the Perſon, or to the Publick, or to both. | 
. - Jdly, Revenge is always accompanied with Pleafure and 
Delight in him that takes it. But Puniſhment is attended 
with Grief, Trouble, and Commiſeration of Mind in him 
that ivflits it: How often is the Magiſtrate troubled and con- 
' cerned when he pronounces Sentence againſt a MalefaQor 2 
. And the Bowels of-a Parent yearn over the rebellious Son 
-whom he-chaſtizes. And therefore private Revenge and le- 
. gal Puniſhment are vaſily different in their -Ends. Becauſe 
the End of Revenge is meerly to fatisfie Anger, or to allay 
pur own, by beholding another's Grief. Whereas the Ends 
. ..of all Puniſhmeats which are not capital, is the Amend- 
ment of the Perſon puniſhed. And of all Puniſhments what- 
ſfoever, the! Terror of the Example, that others may be afraid, 
and not tempted. by Impunity to commit the ſame Offences, 
. by which che Peace and Security, the good Order and Go- - 
vernmedt of publick Socictics _ preſerved. From what bins 
| | \B2 en 


_ 
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and irceligious, how fookſh and brutiſh, as well as finiul, this . 


; been ſaid, I preſume, it may be ſufficiently evident, that Pu: wy 
niſhments and Revenge, in the common Senſe of the Word, are 
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\þo widely differerit, hat tho' the: latter- be* forbidden to. the - 


-Mapiſtrate,yet' it will be no Hindrance to the Execution of 
his Office, by inflicting the former. But that Magiſtrate, who 


«executes the Law upon others, in.Caſe he do ir with Spight 


-and Rancour, to vent his own Paſſion, and to eaſe his Spleen, he 


"thereby himſelf becomes a Tranſgrefſor of the Law of Chrift ; 


fo that the Sum of all is this: To. render Evil to another 
meerly becauſe he has done Evil to us, to take Pleaſure in ano- 
'ther's Pain, to think our ſelves more happy, becauſe we-have 


- madeour Neighbour more miſerable, is no more allowed by the 


'Law of God to the higheſt, than to the loweft. But, 
' -. q#bly, We muſt not do thisto any Man in the World. Recom- 
' pence, &Cc. 10 no Man; no, not to the moſt -inveterate and im- 
placable' Enemy ; not to a Schiſmatick-or FHeretick ; not to a 
Turk or Jew ; not to a Heathen ; not to the moſt irreligious or 
atheiſtical Wretch in the World; not any Man of any Nation, 
of what Quality, State, Opinion or Religion foevet. The 
'Relulr then of what has-been faid is this ; That no Man in the 


among Chriſtians. And that it is ſo vey I ſhall endeavour - 


'1' hope. ) will be 
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Prattice is. The Arguments, for Method's Sake, I ſhallreduce to 


- , 


ſeveral Heads. And'endeavour, | 
1/, To ſhew, how repugnant it is to the Holy Religion we 

' profeſs. FLY | | 

. zdly, How impious, in. Reſpe of God. .- 

3d4/y, How hurtful ro our ſelves. 
q#hly, How unreaſonable, even in Reſpect of our Neigh- 
r, who has wronged us. And, 
5thly, How deſtructive of publick Peace, and how pernici- 

ous to humane Society. 

_ Firſt, Nothing can be more plainly contrary to the Nature 
and Complexion of, nor more inconſiſtent with rhe Deſign of © 
the Religion we profeſs; which is fo far from being trouble- 
ſome and vexatious, hurrful and revengeful, thar *tis quite con- 
trary, as the Apoſtle ſhews, Jams. iii. x7. for having rold us in 
the Verſe foregoing, that where Exvying and Strife is, there 
is Confufion aud every evil Work ; here he declares that the Wiſ- 
dom which is. from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

. eafie t0 bet entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without 
Partiality and without Hypocrifie : But more particularly, 
_ Firſt, To render Evil for Evil is utterly inconſiſtent with 
thoſe gracious Qualities and Diſpoſitions of Mind, which it is 
the main Defign of onr holy Religion to plant and promote 1n 
us; ſuchas the Apoſtle enumerates, Gal.v. 22. Love, Foy, Peace, 
Lone-Suffering, Goodneſs, Humility, and Meekneſs. Theſe are . 
the Graces, by which Chriſtians ougit to be known and di- 
ſinguiſhed from other Men, as by their proper Badge and 
Livery. And therefore St. Pau/defires us, as we would approve 
our ſelves the Elef of God holy and beloved, Colofl. iii. 12, 13. 
that we put on Bowels of Compaſſion, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
' Meekneſs, Long-Suffer ing, forbear ing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any Man have a Quarrel a1ainſt any. And that above or 

.over all theſe, we put on Charity, which is the Bnd of Perfettneſs, 
(i. e. ) by an Hebraiſm, ulually in the Writings of this Apoſtle, a 
molt perfet Bond, by which we ſhall be more cloſely ried toge- 
ther and entirely made one, than by any Bond whatſoever. And 
St. Per. x. Epiſt. iv. 8. requires, that above al things we have fer- 
vent Charity among our ſelves, and thar for this Reaſon, _ 
" L - , bn : 


. Charity will cover a Maltitude of Sins z not only of thoſe Sins, 
which. are committed againſt God, but againſt our ſelves ; 
and it will cover them from our own Eyes as well as from the 
Eyes of others, that we ſhall never ſee them fo as to requite 
them. That an univerſal Charity extended even to the moſt . 
mercileſs Enemies, is the great Glory and PerfeRion in which 

. Chriſtians ought to outſhine others; we learn from our bleſ- 

| ſed Saviour's own Mouth, who, after he had commanded us to 
love our Enemies, and propounded the Example of God himſelf 
to move us to it, he concludes, Matth. v. 48. Be ye therefore 

perfet even as your Father, which is in Heaven, is perfett. By 
all which and by much more which might be produc'd, 'tis evi- 
dent that the Spirit and Temper, which the Goſpel of Chriſt is 
deſign'd to work in us, 'is as oppoſite to that of Envy and Re- 
venge as Light is to Darkneſs, For how can he be eaſily pro- 
voked by the Injuries of another, who.is meek, and gentle, and 

. patient, and Long-Suffering 2 How can he repay Evil to his 
Neighbour, who, notwithſtanding-all the Evil he has ſuffered 
from: him, is kindly affectioned towards him > How can he 
take Pleaſure inthe AﬀliQtion of his Enemy, who has a Fellow- 
feeling of his Miſeries as if they were his own 2 Ir can't be; there 
is an utter inconſiſtency in the thing it ſelf : And thereforeif all 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians were of ſuch a Temper 
as their holy Religion requires, there could be no ſuch thingas 

. & Thought of Revenge found among them -Which appears fur- 

rher, becauſe, Ee ao 

2dly,Nothing canbe more repugnant to the preceptivePart of 
our Religion. , For did we but take a particular View of thoſe 

Praftices which are condemned by theLawsof Chriſt, we ſhould 

ſcarce find gny that are more contrary to, or that bids more De- 

. fiance to his Commands, than this does. For, 

. - Firſt, Nothing is more: expreſly forbidden or prohibited ; 
and that not barely once in my Text, but the Prohibition is 
frequemly repeated, x: Per. iii. 8, 9. Be ye all of one Mind, ha- 

 .-virig, Compaſſion one of another : be pitiful, be courteous, nat rendring 
Evil for-Evil, or Railing for Railing, And St. Paxl repeats the 

_ ame Command with an eſpecial Charge prefixt, to engage us 

*., the more to the Obſervation'of it, 'x Thefſ. v.15; See-or look 
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to it, that none render Evil for Buil. If we conſult Moſes and 
the Prophets, we ſhall find, that God anciently forbid this 
even to the Jews with Reſpe& to thoſe Perſons, which: were 
of their own Natien and Religion, Levit. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt 


mot avenye, no, nor ſo much as bear any Grudge againſt the Chil. 
: dren of thy People, which we find afterwards repeated by Sols- 


mon, Prov. XX. 22. Say not thou, I will recompence Evil, But wait 
on the Lord, who claims Vengeance as his own Right. Now if God 
did not allow this in a Jew, can we think that he does not much 
more condemn it in a Chriſtian, who has many more, and thoſe 
much ſtronger Motives and Obligations to Charity than the 
Jews had > For, | | FE, 
2dly, So far muſt a Chriſtian be from rendring or recom- 
pencing. Evil for Evil, that, on the contrary, he muſt return 
Good for Evil ; fo the Apoſtle commands in the Words imme- 
diately before my Text, Yer. x4. Bleſs them which perſecate you. 
| And to ſhew the great Weight and Neceſſity of this Duty, he 
again repeats it and expreſly forbids the contrary, Bleſs, and 
eurſe not. He does not ſay, do not remember Injuries, neither 
avenge them; but he requires that which is much more than 
any of theſe ; to avenge is the Part of a Philoſopher, but to pray 
that theſe may be happy, who do what they can to make us 
miſerable, is becoming an Angel. And no leſs than this our Sa- 
viour requires of us, who profeſſes himſelf to be our Lord and 
Mafter ; he himſelf not only counſels, but ſtrictly commands 
us to love our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, and to dogood 
to them that hate us, and to pray for them that deſpitefally uſe us 
and perſecute.us, Matth. v. 44. He does not ſay, do not hate, 
but love; do not hurt, but good. And to incite our Obedience 
to this Command, he has more effeQually taught us the ſame 
Leſſon by his own Example; in not only forgiving his mortal 
and moſt malicious Enemies, but praying to his Father to for- . 
- give them too, Luke xxiii. 34. And this indeed is no more than 
what even the Jews, how il-natured and hard-hearted ſoever, 
were obliged unto towards thoſe Enemies at leaſt which were 
of their own Nation and Profeſſion. For God expreſly com- 
mands them, Fzek. xxiii. 4. If thou meet thine Enemies Ox or 
bis Aſs going aſtray , thou ſhalt ſurely ' bring it back again to 
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 bim, If thou ſeeſt the Aſs of him that hates thee: Iytn 
der his Burden, and wouldft forbear to help him; thowJhalt 
Jarely help him. Nor were they only obliged to ſhew Kindneſs - 
to their Enemies Beaſts, but to their Perſons alſo, by relievigg 
their Neceſlities, and ſupplying their Wants. For if thine Enemy 
bunger, give him Bead toeat; and if he be thirſty give him Water 
to Drink wezsSgiven by Solomon, in Command to the Jews a'thou- 
fand Years before our Saviour's Manifeſtation in che Fleſh, Prov. 
XXV. 21. and was highly commended by many Heathens. Since . 
therefore we are ſo ſtrialy obliged to be ſo far from repaying 
Evil with Evil, that on the contrary we areto recompence Evil 
with Good : Unleſs therefore we reſolve to go and do likewiſe ; 
let us'no longer pleaſe our ſelves with the Name of Chriſtians, 
Luke vi. 46. Why call ye me Lord, Lord. ('fays our Saviour Y.and 
do not the things which I fay.. Chriſt will own none for his Ser= 
vants but thoſe that obey his Commands Let os not then think 
well of our ſelves for being Coriſtans in Name, unlefs by our 
- Works we ſhew our ſelves Ch! :ſtians indeed ; for ſo far are we 
from being the better for our hol+ Profeſſion, that we are in 
Truth; much the worſe in Cate our PraQtice be a Contradition 
to it. As therefore we deſire to approve our ſelves what we 
profeſs to be, ket us be fo far from being overcome with Evil, 
that we overcome Evil with Good. Bur it the bare Commands 
of Chriſt ſhould be ſhehted by us, ver merhinks the Rewards 
promis'd to thoſe that obes them, and che Puniſhments threat- 
ned to thoſe that negleft them, ſhould. be a powerful and pre- 
vailing Motive. Therefore let us conſider, 

'34ly, What great Rewards our Religion promiſes to thoſe 
who obſerve theſe Commands, and whar dreadful Puniſhment 
- It threatens to them who deſpiſe them; Marth: vi; 14: If we-for- 

. give Men their Treſpaſſes, our Heavenly Father will alſo forgive 

#5; which is a Promiſe comprehenſive of all the Happineſs our 
Hearts can wiſh for, P/a/. xxxii. x. Bleſſed is the May whoſe. Ini- 
quities are forgiven, whoſe Sin is covered; Bleſſed is the Man un- 
fo whom the Lord imputeth not Tniquity.” Now this Bleſſedneſs 
ſhall nor be the Portion'of thoſe; who render Evil for Evil,' but 
of thoſe, who heartily forgive the Offences of their Brethren. 
And for our better Aſſurance, our Saviour repeats it again, Mark 
xi. 25. When ze ftand praying, forgive, if ye have ought againſt 
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| any, May .: that your Pather alſo which 'is in Heaven may- for- 


give you: your - Treſpaſſes. Thus.. the Reward is here ex-z 
prefly. annext to.this Grace. .. 'Tis not; to exclude others, but 
to ſhew .the excellency,. and neceſlity,..of, this, how highly 
pleafing tis to God, and, what great. influence it has in order 
to the commending us to his favour and acceptance. And as no 
lefs than happineſs, is the reward promis'd_ to thoſe who obey 
. thoſe commands, fo as great is the puniſhment threatned to 
them that deſpiſe them, Fam. ii. x 3. He that ſhews no mercy to 
others, can look for nothing elſe bur Judgment without Mer- 
cy; what. meaſure we-mete to others, God will at laſt mete it 
tous again, Mar. vii. 2.f we forgive our Neighbours, he will 
Torgive us ; if we ſhew Mercy, we ſhall obtain Mercy; if we 
will not forgive, neither will God forgive us; if we recompence 
to others their offences againſt us, he will at laſt recompence 
ours againſt himſelf, . And how inexpreſſivly miſerable muſt 
that man be with whom: God will deal according to the me- 
rits of his Sins > Thus you have heard that nothing can be 
more oppoſite to. the Nature and Tendency of our Religion, 
than. to repay injuries with injuries. . 'Tis ſo manifeſt a con- 
tradiQion to thoſe graces that 'tis the chief deſign of our Re- 
ligion to plant and promote in us, that it bids open defiance to 
many ofthe expreſs and peremptory precepts, that tis threatned 
not only with temporal, but eternal Puniſhmeats, and that the 
greateſt rewards are promis'd to the contrary practice. Tis 
certainly a ſtravge thing that perſons who are of a ſpiteful and 
revengeful Spirit ;-who are impatient at the leaſt Negledt ; who 
will not paſs by the moſt trifling affront ; who can't (like the 
Phariſee) be ſo much as civil, unleſs it be to thoſe, who are fo 
to them ; who reſolve not to die in their Enemies debt, but to 
pay him home in his own Coyn ; is it not ſtraoge (I fay) that 
ſuch perſons as theſe, ſhould take themſelves tor Chriſtians ? 
But we ſhall not wonder that our Religion has put in ſomany pro- 
| Hibitions againſt this Vice, and arm'd us with ſo many Weapons 
to oppoſe- and vanquiſh-it; if we do bur ſeriouſly conſider 
what impiety it.involves us in towards God, how hurtful itis to 
our ſelves; how unreaſonable 'in reſpe&t of our- Neighbour, 

who has wrong'd us ; how deſtruQtive of humane Society, and 
5 a WE 7 C | conſequently 
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heaping coals of Vengeanceupon our Enemy's head to conſume 
Foes {7 hr only ecalgof Love, which may foftenand'melc him: 

- 3d1y, But in caſe we ſhon'd have no regard to God, yet it 
will be ſtrange if we have no Love'*for our ſelves. T proceed 
therefore to ſhew how great an Evil it will be ro our ſelves, to 
recompence Evil for Evil to any Man. - For tho' our defign be 
only to hurt our Enemies, yet'are we thefein groſly Miſtaken, 
fincein hurting them, we doreally ſomuch moreMiſchiefto our 
ſelves, that our moſtienvenom'd and ſpiteful Enemy cannot wiſh 
that a worſe thing may befal us. For, - | 

1/2, He that reyays or recompences an Evil or Injury, does 
the very ſameevil with him that fir{t Inflited it; and, by con- 
nce, involves himſelf in the fame'Guilt, and makes himſelf 

full as bad a Man as the other: The main thing'in which they 
differ is, that the one goes before the other; he'that _ the 
Wrong leads the Way, and is firſt in the Tranſgreflion ; the 
perſon that avenges it follows after, and does the very fame 
thing which the other did before him. That which ſuch Per- 
ſons are wont to plead for the excofing or leſſening of their 
crime is this, that they are provok'd by the wrongs which 0- 
thers have already, without Cauſe, done to them. Whereas 
this is in Truth fo far from excuſing, ' that upon ſome Ac- 
counts it rather aggravates the Sin, and renders them ſo mnch 
the more Inexcuſable; *'For:whar's the reaſon why any Man 
is angry; with his Neighbour? Is it not becanſe he Judges he 
has done that which he ought not ? becauſe he has done that 
which isunbecoming a juſtand good Manto do ? Can any Man 
then think it will excoſ him'co do that which his Neighbour 
hasdone; becauſe he believes he. has done that which he ought 
not to have done: can any Man think himſelf moreTnnocent in 

-imitatinganother in thoſe Actions, which he himſelf Condemns 

as vile and' unworthy 2 None certainly can be fo abſurd, fo 

deſtitute ofcommon-Senſe, as to imagine it. This is a _leffon 
which we may learn from many- Heathens.- Pythaporas tells 
us, That we owght to do: Fuſftice, not only to thoſe that are Fuſt to 
as,” Eut to thoſe who injure us; left by repaymg the Wront they 
have- done to ws, we make our ſelves equally as bad as them. And 
Plato concludes, That fince #t is imply evil to do an injary ; there- 


fore he that has ſuffer d one muſt-not'avenge it ; becauſe be, of ve- : . 


Ws... 
- 


Bi (i804 
ceſity, does an injury, who Retaliates it. Nay, ſome of the Philo: 
ſophers have gone ſo high, as to affirm, That he who avenges an 
injury, is of the two the moſt highty Criminal. I ſhall be bold to af- 
firm, ( ſays Maximus Tyrius | that ifthere be an exceſs of one In- 
Jury, above another, he that Awvenges it is more unjuſt than he who 
was beforehand with him in doing the Wroug, And the reafon 
ſeems to be very plain; becauſe he offers violence to his own 
Conſcience before he can doſo to his injuriousBrother,by doing 
the very ſame evil himſelf which he before Condemn'd in the 
other. Conſcience certainly can't but tell him, that 'tis as great 
a Sin in him to Wrong another, as it 15 In another to Wrong 
him; that he is as much bound not Treſpaſs upon his Neigh- 
bour's right, as his- Neighbour is bound not to Treſpaſs upon 
his. When therefore, either by Words or Actions, he returns 
the evil to hisNeighbour,which before he condemn'd hisNeigh- 
bour for doing to him, he muſt of.neceſlity control the DiRates 
of his own Conſcience, and be ſelf-condemn'd. And now ; what 
an intolerable Wrong; this is to a Man's own ſelf (however in- 
ſenſible he may be of it for the preſent) he will come to un- 
derſtand, when his Conſcience, which is now debauch'd by 
falſe and fooliſh Principles, and miſerably enſlav'd to his Luſt 
and Paſſions, ſhall come ro be diſabus'd and ſet at Liberty ; how 
will it then accuſe, upbraid, and condemn Him ?- What Ven- 
eance will it then take for all thoſe rude Indignities that he 
ath offer'd to it ? | | 
Secondly, By retorting or retaliating of Wrongs, we loſe 
many great and invaluable benefits, which by the patient en- 
during of them we ſhould receive, even by the Wrongs them- 
ſelves: 'Tis certain there is not any Injury or Afront fo bad, 
but if we are not wanting to our Selves, we may improve it 
to our own Advantage. Perhaps our Enemy has a ſpiteful Eye 
upon us, watches narrowly for our Haltings, puts a bad con« 
ſtrucion upon our moſt innocent Words and Actions, catches 
at every little Fault he obſerves in us, and magnifies every Mote 
into a Beam; what ſhould we now do? why Plutarch (tho' a 
Heathen) tells vs; Inſtead of doing fo to him again, be more 
cautious and circumſpe& ; keep a ſtricter watch over your 


ſelves, neither ſpeak nor do any thing Raſhiy or Inconſide- 
| rately, 
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'He is as Well contented, and is.as happy a, Man, Aas.if ch 
(Evil had 'been done to. him: Whereas on the;contrary,. thy 


Man that meditates Revenge daily, renews his, own Grief, . 


and makes it more ſharp and affliave, by putting new-Stings 
into it; he galls himſelf rhe more by his impatient ſtrugling 
under his Burthen ; he frets and inflames thoſe Wounds, that 
wou'd otherwiſe ſoon heal and do well of themſelves; and fo 
inſtead of wounding his Enemy, he vexes and torments his 
own Soul, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in another Place, pierces 
himſelf thorow with many Sorrows. Nor does he think the' Evil 
he already ſuffers more painful and burthenſome ;. but which is - 
worle, | | 
.. qthly, He provokes his Enemy to wrong him more, arid 
uſually brings greater Evils upon himſelf thereby. Revenge is 
both- the Daughter and Mother of Injury. The Daughter of 
that which went before it, the Mother of many which fol- 
low after. For an Injury repai'd or recompenc'd, ſeldom fails 
to multiply and encreaſe upon him that repays it; and that 
not only in the ſame kind, but. in a worſe. For by retalliati 
a reproachful Word only, how often does the Avena aniog 
himſelf to Blows and Wounds; nay , many times to Death it 
ſelf > I know 'tis ſaid, that tamely to paſs by an Injury, .is the 
_ ready way to .invite another. This indeed is ſaid, but *cis 
by Men of wild and ſavage Tempers, who. having put off 
Humanity, are fit only to dwell in a Wilderneſs, and to afſo- 
ciate. with Beaſts of Prey. What Solomon aſſerts from his own 
Obſervation has been always, and ever will be found true in 
the general, Prov. xxv. 15. A ſoft Tongue breaketh the Bones. 
How ſoon was David as it were diſaxm'd by 4ZigaPs gentle 
' Apology, and made as meek as a Lamb, x Saw. xxv. from Ver, 
' 24, to Ver-26. So were the hotand haſty Ephramites by Gi- 
 deow's mild and-modeſt Anſwer, Judg. viii. 2, 3. By geptle and 
good Words Perſons of: the moſt churliſh and .unrractable 
Tempers are appeaſed and overcome. And if by Words only, 
how much, more by kind and obliging Actions. Inſtances of 
this kind frequently occur both in prophane and ſacred Hiſtoe 
ry ; of which. at preſent I ſhall mention but one ; and that is 
of King Saul: Scarce was ever any Man more enviouſly and 
| EET | "45.7." Ow 
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malicioufly. ſet 2painſt any Man than he was oxpol David 
Read the [24h /Chapter of -x\' Saw. Vet when the. evil Spirit 
was rais'd to the ons how: was it charm'd and. laid» How 
did he: relent and diſſolve inro Tears'at-the meek and humble 
Words, and the unexpeRted Kindneſs of David to him? I ſhall 
not:need-to inſiſt-upon particular Inſtances: I may appeal to 
every Man's own Experience ; whether any Men areſfo uſually 
free from Injuries, whether any lead ſo ſafe, quiet and-peaceable 
Lives, as thoſe who are-moſt meek and patient, molt goqd and 
gracious, and ready tp forgive. -For, do but tura your Eye the 
other way, and you will ſoon have a diſmal and horrid Proſpect. 
Mark the malicious, and behold the revengeful Man, and you 
will find itis otherwiſe with him- Far, how often is he ſurround- 
ed and aſhulted withDangers.and Miſchiefs 2 How frequently 
is heengaged in Quarrels and Frays? What Solomon ſays of the 
Drunkard, is as truly applicable to him; Prov. xxiii. 29. #/ho has 
Wo? Who has Serrow 2 Who has Contentions > Who has Babblings? 
Who has, Wounds without Cauſe? Who has Redneſs of, Eyes 2 Cer- 
tainly it is he who-is impatient of every Abuſe; he who retali- 
ates every Injury ; for by recompencing'the Evil,.he-proyokes 
and enrages the evil Doer.' And not only fo;'but we-give him 
the ſame Pretence and Plea for avenging himſelf upon us, that 
we before had for 'ouravengiog; our ſelves upon him.. And by 
this Meaos the Evil will never-ceaſe, hut wil be toaſt backward 
and forward without End... And. the further ir proceeds, ſo 
much the mote: miſchievoug.and malignant it will grow. Theſe 
are; ſome of thoſe: Evils which the ſpiteful Man brings upon 
bimſclh, and ſuthinseny Man-wou'd thjnk might be more chan 
cienrraidfffight us'to; the greateſi;Diſffance; from xhis-Sin. 
nd yet, 221 32515 fccn; 
*;-5rbly, Thiſe-kre-ſo.hitle, that shey deſerve nat. tg.be menti- | 
oned; ikcompared With: thoſe Evilzhe brings upon himſelf from 
God,., For, by tis.Enmitz.,againſt. his: Neighbour , he makgs 
Godan Enemy'to-bimighlwhogunlingk cptertain any Thonghts 


ef Reconciliation thi, ni bebe Giftigeconciled to. his offend- 
ing:Brother,\ \NowaGyc'sſorg Dilpleyſare againſt bim is mani- 
feit; by the: diſmgl. Fruits ard Efiefts of ix. For God is fo.angry 
.rith- ſac, that he accepts of, no religrous Worſhip ny 
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bur malt rekgious Services ſhall be rejected 85 un 
hee = they-are [not in Chariry with cheir-Neigh 
Thi we are taught by our- bleſſed Saviour, Marrke v.y, 34. 
Jf the Bring thy Gif to the ilar; andl there rementbraffthat 3h 
Brother has oxght-againft thee, that is; forany Injury thou bell 
done him, Jrve therdvhj Gift before the Altar ; as if he had ſaid, 
dqnotdare to dag 5 00ferdbet pop 
thy Brother, (ie:}do Vour'ro ap is ,d 
to get himreconciled Grbes; andafter thou haſt ſo done, thes 
come andoffer thy Gift. And as the Sacrifices of old were 
Red, when fourd- with the Leaven of Malice in him 
| brooght chem; -ſo as little acceptable will alt our Chriſtian $1 
be, unleſs attended with Charity and Forgiveneſs in 
nr offer them. Tb as wirb the Merciful, God will foew 
biteſelf mercifet; (6 with the ena uqugwny froward 
Pat. xviti.2 5,26. F need _—_ outhat he is no fit. Gueſt for 
Lane L.9 Sacrament; who harbours 
ear: any roy Not fo much as any Pray- 
is »:hede ade by him, however fervent and-importunate; 
accepted. Na , ſo far wilfirbe from being acces 
an- ORIGIN: Ins Bue 
2 fk Peri « thoſe gar aaly offer up. theie 


ut whoſe © Now in whotamnble Ria ma boly: this 

=; And yer this is-not the! worſt} his! T 
or, 

:3Þ , Fo long 6 ur acti to mend Bil for Bil, 
ati refires to wont nies He puts u Barvo the Fo _ 

: 'thav 'eovenger (faith the Son 
'32 ſhall arpiſ> grad of the Lord, andthe 
ill be ber | wage ove rre- fdafrond 
tie i r-0wn Sis? 
Ver-4.' i be, who is bir? als ah Fey « who will intreat 
for Pardow of bis bers +. Ard as 1 have alreddy fhewed, 


We er avieur onbelf expreſly nc farnder , that if we ed! not wr for Fe, | 
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ifes; Markxi;26.: Nay, when [ ; 

Condition thatwe alfo -otheys:; fail on 
oor Parts; our'Pardokwillbe: ; and atiour; Sino-willoo- 
turn /again in their full Weig our owf: 


'Vengeante: upon 

Heads, Now as that Man 2 beft'd, to whom the Lord will not 
impute Siu ; ſo how inexpreſiibly curſed and miſerable-muſt he 
needs be,upon whom the Lord williay the Guilt of hisIniquities? 
For the inevitable jms equence Of this, -is Lofs and/Pain /endlef 
h_ as in Malice! reſemble Devi: in this 
pry 6am have theirPortion with Devilsirithe next; they ſhall 
be everlaſtingly ſeparated from the Preſence-of God, in whoſe 
Preſence there is Falueſsof Joy,& at wheſe right Hand are Pleaſures 
for evermere, Plal. xvi. xx. They ſhall ſuffer the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire, which they, by the Coals of their Revenge have 
kindled ; and who caw doctin with devoaring Fire >-bo can dwell 
with everlaſting Burxings ? Ifa. xXSiii. 14. Now no Man cer- 
cainſy can think this hard Meaſure from God, if they conſider 
that it is ao more than what'they themſelves daily pray for. 
For as often as they uſe the Lord's. Prayer, or any other corn- 
formable to it, they pray to God for their own Damnatiorr. 
And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe we pray, Forgive us our Tref- 
paſſe s 4s we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, G. 6.) we 
the Forgiveneb of our Sins God, upon Condition 
his wo allo forgive the Tr oof our Brethren againſt our 
ſelves. If therefore we do not: forgive, we do in efſe pray that 
God would never forgive us, but deal with us according tothe 

Merits of our Sins. Now can that:Man, who ſtudies Revenge, 
think. of this without Horror and Trembling Can be think 
che Puniſhment his own Sin deſerves ſo-ſmall, thad he can 
find in his Heart to pray for it, rather than _— _—_ _— 

ment of his Neighbours Offences > If it be ms Fae 

Man's Underſtandiog ſthouldat preſent be ſo end, and ba 
Conſcience foſtupified with the Sins of his incrdinate Paſſions, 
yet when he ſhall feel the Vengeance, which /he now prays for, 
when: he ſhall come to know experimentally what the W 
of:Sa-iz, he will be ſufficiently ſenſible of the Matneſs of hi 
> 3 he then will pot gh againſt himſelf, aggravs- 
ting his own Folly, become CY own Tormentor, and himſelf 
A ExCCute 
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_extcnfe the Vengeance of God upor his own Soul, "'Phivis uf 
. Feieht -to''convince! any; Man, thathe who recompeniees Evil 
for Evil;-bas no Encmy-incthe:' World fo bed as fiimielf pehac _ 
he brings more MiſcticFupow his'owr Head; thivir 15-ih the 
Power of uny: other, eicficr Men or- Devils, todo; Should we 
therefore be ſo impions' as to:have no Regard-to' the Religion 
we profeſs yet; methinks: we ſhould be powerfully perſwaded 
'by. oux-'own Intereſt. If; for God's Sake, 'we will not mortifie 
this deviliſh Paſſion; yer:Thall -we nor do-it for our own ?-ft 
ſeems ſuperfluous'to add-atiy- more Argurnents'to diſſuade us 
from this Sin; For ſhould we be ſo monſ{trouſly degenerated, as 
to -contradi@t not only' our? Religion, bur -our Reaſon too ; 
ſhould. weobe fo far from-approving our ſelves Chriſtians, as 
not tg-a&t hke _ 2 - etin pr eee ww ery _ = | 
bruit Creatures, the: Arguments already propos'd willprevai 
with 'us..'Since there is not-the vileſt © "ite Beaſts chat verith, 
that by rhe bare InſtinAs of Nature does not avoid thoſe things 
which are deſtruQive of its own Nature. But becauſe 'Men 
ſuppoſe rhey have a fufficicnt Plea for their Revenge from the 
Injuſticeand' Baſeneſs of the-Perſon they take Revenge upon; 
becauſe however Evilit may be in itſelf, and however hurtful 
ir may” be to us; yet it isno.more (they think) than what is due 
to him, or what he has deſerv'd ; for what, fay:they; is morejuſt 
and equal, than that a Man ſhould reap as he ſows; that as he 
does to others it ſhould be done to him again. - Iſhall therefore 
endeavour-to ſhew further, that Revenge is inhumane and un- 
reaſonable, even in reſpe& of the Perſon who has done us the 
Wrong, And that upon theſe following Accounts. 
. . Firf, Becauſe he is ſo nearly related tous by Nature; andif 
he be Ctiriftian, by Religion too. "The Man whom we are ſo 
kigbly incens'd- againſt, is he nor'our Brother, is he nor of the 
fame Blaodz Doth he not'derive his Pedigree-from the fame 
common Parents Moſes thought this a good Argument, Aﬀs 
vii. 26. Sirs, Je are Brethren, why do ye Wrong ones amther ? 
And is not the 'Argumenr alrogether as forcible 2 -Sirs, ye are 
Brethren, why do.ye recompence Evil one'to another ?'Ic is 
truce indeed, the cloſe Union thar is berween us, ought to have 
. Kept him from doing us Wrong; and therefore lie'is A 
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the more15 blame for doiog it: Bur fuppoſing he has done it. 
it ſhould;de al of equal: Force to with-hold us from av ing 


it;;Ifore:Foot. Ghoud-be fo-unkiad as to hurt another, ſhall the . 
ether be fſo:unmtural as to; return the Blow 2- The. Reaſon is 
much chefame in the Argument now before us, we are all Mem- 


. united to us, we may thence conclude,that the Nemg he does' 
iſpoſition 


"3 ET 


ethers, that: they are all naturally uſefi 
other's Good.. Is it not unreaſonable then to repay Evil to our- 
Neighbour, who, had he been Maſter -of himſelf, would: have: 
been ſo far from doing. it, that. he wguld irom.the Heart have: 
abliorred/the-yvery Thoughts of 4t. . Should a Man in a. violent” 
Fever or: ;/Phrenzy never ſo- much. abuſe us, ſhould we net- 
judge- it.:an.-unmanly thing -co fall foul upon. him again ?- 
Should we-not rather excule: agd: pity -bim 2 ſaying, alas ! "ris ' 
bis Dj , he: knows gt, whar-he does; if he lives to come- 
to-bimſelfihe will. be. heartily fore. for it :. And ſhall we nc: 


mugtdrather have Compaſlion for him, whoſe Soul is darken-- 


: ed with Ignorance, inflamed: with-Anger, puft.up with P _ 
ekegd, | | ws 
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maine nk aovetins and: OY fires, 
| ed nor in one, burin ah its Factltiess! > that 1 
0:54 Fenrals iſtemper rettraicg  Rvit upon h ; one ; 
Head; a 27 Applic Y 
| endeavour to remove it, and to bring him tos whe 
tion of. Soul. Fed 1 cul or urine Bdeavurs thi 
YroveineffeQual, 2 perſiſts in his Practices, 

and Sowa] intollerably't me and affligiveto us ; thety 

by one Remedy at hand of God's own Appointment, whictt 
in fuch a Caſe we are allowed to haveRecounrſe to; not with 
a Deſign of doing the leaſt Miſchief unto him, bur of | 

viir ſelves from the Miſchief that he would do to us-' I mean, 
che 'Miniſters'of publick Juſtice, whom God has appointed to 
be the Phyſicians of the Bbdy politick, for the curing or cuc- 
ting off ſuch diſeaſed Mettbers as breed nothing but Diſtur- 
bance and Annoyance to their Fellow-Members:- However 
7is certain _ his Condition calls for our Pity, rather thin 
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upon it; abr Miſchief ariſe - but where that is return's, a civil 
- Waris ely-< ne'd, which may perhaps be continued 


_ than che Lives of thoſe chat it, for it may be de- 
red fron them to their Poſterity. World (God knows) 
was never ry pak ny 1s 0, as that any Country 
could be ſaid to be free from Hatred, Variance, Emulation, 
Wrath, Strife, and the like. - But in all publick Societies, there 
has ever been no ſmall Number of covetous and rapacious, of 
proud, contentious, and ill —_— Perſons, who-have been 
too apt to'give Provocations. If every one that is' provok'd 
ſhonld purfue Revenge, all Peace would foon be atan End, all 
humane Societies would diffolve, from Men we ſhould be 
transform'd into ravenous Beaſts, and would naturally bite 
and devourone another. Nor can itwell be imagin'd how the 
Miſchief ſhould be prevented, if every Man ſhould take upon 
him to be a Judge and an Avenger in his own Cauſe. For in 
cafe he that apprehends himlelf wrong'd, will needs be a 
Judge, by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, he that does the Wrong 
__— CO_ to himſelf the fame Authority. And ifevery Man 
be'his own Judge, their Determinations will be as contrary as 
thej ments, and: their Judgments as their Prejudices, Paf- 
and Intereſts. And fo the War muſt of Necellity be end- 
lets." Tf to-fecormpence Evil for Evil were not prohibited ; in 
caſewwe wetE permitted every Man to be our own Avengers, 
then there wonld be no Place left for the publick Magiſtrate, 
but every private Perſon would aſcend the Tribunal and the 
Throne, and become a Law-giver and a Judge in his own- 
Cauſe. We ſhould:then-baveas-many ſubordinate and ſupream: - 
Judges, as there-zre particular Perſonsin the World, who doand 
repay, Wroogs ane toanather. Nay, their Judgments. would be 
ascontrary toeach other as their AﬀeRions and Intereſt ; their” 
Refolutions and | inations would: be as contrary as their 
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Judgments terefare they could neyer come toany Agree- 
ment among themſelves, mo he bein a tual State of 
Was: From: whence would follow;in the Concluſion, the Diflo. 
ttiownof all humane Sociery. : For if every Man, whois ſup. 
poſed at: agy:rime to. do afy kind of Injury, either in Word o; 
; Deed; or every Man, who. ſuppoſes. limfelf to have recerve 
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